
may be used one-on-one or in 
small groups. The program is 
appropriate for those who are 
not yet reading sentences and 
paragraphs, but do under-
stand that print is used for 
reading and writing, that a 
correspondence exists be-
tween spoken and written 
words, that a relationship 
exists between letters and 
sounds, and that print is read 
from left to right, top to bot-
tom. 
 
You can sign up for a free 45
-day trial with access to sam-
ple books and bookshelves. A 
full-year subscription is only 
$140.00 with access to all 
books and bookshelves. 
 
Marguerite: I don’t know of 
any other program for ado‐
lescent beginning readers. 
 

There’s a new literacy pro-
gram available for adoles-
cents and adults who are be-
ginning readers.  

 

 

Route 66 literacy was devel-
oped based on a scientifically
-proven instructional tech-
nique and designed to help 
teachers and others provide 
reading and writing instruc-
tion to adolescent and adult 
beginning readers, such as 
those with developmental 
disabilities. 
More information can be 
found at 
www.route66literacy.org. 

“Adolescent and adult begin-
ning readers require an in-
structional program that of-
fers the flexibility to address 
their individual strengths and 
weaknesses,” said Karen 
Erickson, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor, Department of 
Allied Health Sciences, Uni-
versity of North Carolina, 
“Route 66 Literacy meets this 
need by combining reading, 
writing, and word study in a 
flexible, dynamic, internet-
based instructional program. 
The program requires no spe-
cial training to teach literacy 
other than basic web naviga-
tion skills.” 

Route 66 Literacy is for use 
by adolescent and adult be-
ginning readers working side-
by-side with teacher-tutors 
who guide the students’ inter-
action with the computer. It 

Route 66 Literacy 

TEA Renews Contract with Digital Text Companies 

The TEA statewide access 
agreement has been renewed 
for all K-12 public and char-
ter schools with Learning 
Ally and Bookshare. 
 
Learning Ally (formerly 
RFB&D) has the TEA 
adopted textbooks as well as 
novels that students with 
print disabilities need in the 

classroom. Learning Ally 
only has books in audio for-
mat.   
 
Bookshare offers the same 
reading materials and text-
books as etext which can be 
opened in the Bookshare edi-
tion of Read:Outloud by Don 
Johnston. 

All existing members with 
Learning Ally are being re-
newed under the statewide 
access agreement between 
TEA and Learning 
Ally.   These schools should 
have received an email corre-
spondence in September let  
(continued on next page)  

Visit YouTube to hear Dr. Erickson 
discuss Route 66 Literacy 

Special points of inter-
est: 
 
• LITERACY FOR ADOLES-

CENTS AT BEGINNING 
LEVELS 

• LEARNING ALLY AND 
BOOKSHARE HAVE RE-

NEWED CONTRACTS WITH 
TEA 
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ing them know about that 
renewal. 
 
The new contract with both 
organizations began Septem-
ber 1st, 2011. 
 
Any new school can sign up 
at any time under the new 
contract.  Visit 
www.learningally.org/texas or 
www.bookshare.org to 
download the membership 
agreement form and student 
eligibility documents 
 

Both of these organizations 
also have apps that you can 
download to the iPad, iPhone 
or iTouch. 
 
Read2Go is the app from 
Benetech (Bookshare.) It al-
lows the DIASY-formatted 
books to be accessed and read 
on the Apple Devices.  You 
can purchase Read2Go from 
the Apple App store for 
$19.99. 
 
For the same price of $19.99, 
Learning Ally has an audio 

app for the iPad, iPhone or 
iTouch.  As with the other 
app, you can search the titles 
and download them straight to 
your iDevice. 
 
You must be a member (or 
the student must be a mem-
ber) of either organization to 
download copyrighted books. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

because they are so realistic 
which is one of the draw-
backs I hear of the Pic Syms 
from Mayer Johnson..  Mul-
berry symbols remind me a 
lot of the symbols used in the 
Go Talk Software. As a mat-
ter of fact, often the Mul-
berry Symbols are packaged 
with the Go Talk software 
when you purchase it.  

Straight Street is a charitable 
trust that provides free sym-
bols for use with individuals 
who have complex communi-
cation needs.  You must regis-
ter at the site to download 
the symbols but registration is 
free. 

http://straight-street.com  

I really like these symbols 

 

 

Feel free to contact me at 

mhorney@esc1.net  

Or 956-984-6264 

Continued from Page 1 

Mulberry Symbol Set  

The Word of  the Day - APPS 
First, Mayer Johnson has PCS 
apps with their communica-
tion symbols.  They offer 
Flash Cards, Word Scramble, 
Match & Memory and Bingo.  
The app has basic functional-
ity and may be expanded by 
adding additional symbols at 
a cost of $2.99.  
 
Hey, free is not a bad place to 
start! 
 

Prentke Romich (PRC) has 
also developed a free app for 
the iPad to help emerging 
communicators learn to use 
their PRC communication 
device. The app introduces 
high frequency core words 
with colorful animations and 
sound effects. 

Okay, APPS isn’t really a 
word although this short form 
of the word application has 
now entered our common 
vocabulary. 
 
Since I included the preceding 
info from Learning Ally and 
Benetech, I thought I would 
let you all know that there are 
more apps on the market 
(free!) from some companies 
that you are familiar with.   

Page 2 

AT in AcTion 

A few of the Mulberry sym-
bols 

Digital Text 

DID YOU KNOW 

THAT THERE ARE 

OVER 300,000 

APPS TO CHOOSE 

FROM? 

     *********** 

HOW DO YOU 

CHOOSE APPS 

FOR WORKING 

WITH STUDENTS 

WITH DISABILITIES? 


