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Dear Superintendent: 
 
 
Region One Education Service Center is pleased to announce an opportunity for school district 
leadership to learn about the latest developments on the upcoming STAAR accountability 
system, to collaborate with Region One ESC specialists and school district personnel from 
throughout our service area, and to be provided with an opportunity to hear from leading 
organizations as to a systemic approach to increase rigor in the classroom.  The primary purpose 
of this session is the opportunity to bring together key stakeholders and develop a planning tool 
that will serve as a guide for school districts in transitioning to the new STAAR accountability 
system. 
 

Regional Planning for Transition to 
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) 

 
As you know, the 2010-2011 is the final accountability year utilizing the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS). For 2011-2012, Texas is implementing a more rigorous 
accountability system known as State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR).  
As was discussed in the September Regional Advisory Council and Curriculum Advisory 
Council, Region One Education Service Center is providing an opportunity for school district 
representatives to participate in a Transition to STAAR Regional Planning session.  The purpose 
of this session is to provide school personnel with critical information on STAAR and 
collaboratively develop a planning tool that guides school districts in local efforts to transition to 
the new STAAR accountability system.  This planning session is scheduled for Monday, October 
25, 2010 in the Hidalgo room from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.    
 
Accountability Challenges: 
School districts in Texas have addressed the challenges of ever increasing accountability for 
student learning.  For over two decades, the state of Texas has continually raised to bar to 
improve the quality of education for all students.  Accountability in Texas has transitioned over 
the years from the Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS: 1980-1985), Texas Assessment of 
Minimum Skills (TEAMS:  1985-1990), Texas Assessment of Academic Skills (TAAS: 1990-
2002), Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS:  2003-2011), and now the State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR:  2012 and Beyond).   
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The primary purpose of TABS was collection of school-level information through assessment of 
basic skill competencies. TEAMS focused on assessment of curriculum-specific minimum basic 
skills.  Emphasis of TAAS was on school accountability of student performance and included 
content linked to the core curriculum Essential Elements also known as EE’s.  TAKS introduced 
an accountability system where the state mandated TEKS curriculum was fully integrated along 
with a more rigorous measure of student learning.  With the advent of STAAR, there is a greater 
emphasis on increased rigor with a strong focus on college and career readiness as opposed to 
supporting skills proficiency.  
 
As indicated, accountability for high quality learning opportunities being provided to all students 
continues to increase.  As our state education system has transitioned through accountability 
systems with ever higher expectations for learning being placed on school districts, there is a 
constant need for school districts to engage in curriculum alignment efforts to ensure that 
curriculum design, instructional delivery, and monitoring for learning are continually enhanced 
to meet these ever higher demands on quality learning for all.   
 
Region One ESC Support:   
School district efforts to effectively address the ever higher expectations for student learning 
engage educators in their respective systems in a continual process of curriculum alignment to 
enhance curriculum design, instructional delivery, and monitoring of learning.  Through a 
collaborative effort, school district representative teams, Region One ESC specialists, and 
identified partners can engage in a regional effort to develop a comprehensive plan that supports 
and guides local district efforts to successfully transition to STAAR.  
 
Region One Education Service Center is committed to supporting school districts as our state 
transitions to a more rigorous accountability system.  To support this effort, Region One ESC is 
hosting a session where school district representatives will be provided the most up-to-date 
information on STAAR. In addition, school district representatives will engage in collaborative 
planning on each of the identified key elements towards developing a comprehensive tool for 
school districts to successfully transition to STAAR.  Key elements to be addressed include the 
following: 
 

• Transition to STAAR – Overview of Upcoming Accountability System 
• Curriculum Design – Defining College Readiness through the TEKS (K-8 / EOC ) 
• Assessment Design – Measuring College Readiness through the Blueprints (K-8 / EOC ) 
• Instructional Delivery – Developing College Readiness through High Yield Strategies 
• Special Populations – Supporting of College Readiness for All 
• Collaborative Partnerships – Promoting a Systemic Approach to College Readiness 

 
The morning component of this planned session will focus on providing selected teams of district 
representative with critical information on STAAR and allow for breakout session to address 
each of the key elements stated above.  For the afternoon component, school district 
representatives will be provided an opportunity to hear from The College Board, ACT, SAT, and 
the Charles A. Dana Center in terms of the implications of increasing rigor relative to classroom 
instruction, assessment, professional development, and systemic approaches. Additional key  
 




