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Letter from NCCEP 

& Region One
Welcome back! We hope you had a 
great a summer full of exciting activi-
ties. We are excited to be convening 
at HESTEC this month where we will 
get the chance to continue the work 
we did in May and develop a plan for 
the 2008–09 school year. 
 This new issue of YAC Connec-
tions is packed with information to 
help you get started with projects for 
the year. It includes a recap of our 
meeting in May, which sets the stage 
for our meeting this month, and infor-
mation on GEAR UP for Youth Ven-
ture, a unique opportunity for GEAR 
UP students. It fits well with what the 
YAC is already doing and we hope 
that many of you get involved in the 
opportunity. 
 We’ve also include some informa-
tion about the PSAT and a few prac-
tice questions to help you get ready 
to take the exam in October. l 

Best of luck  
in the new school year!

GEAR UP for Youth Venture
As you learned at our meeting, each Youth Advisory 
Team will be holding events at their school this year. 
These events are a great way to get involved in a new 
program called GEAR UP for Youth Venture. GEAR UP 
for Youth Venture is an opportunity to get additional 
resources for your Youth Advisory Committee events,  

as approved Ventures will receive up to $1,000 in seed funding for their project!
 Youth Venture, the organization that sponsors the seed funding, is dedi-
cated to creating a generation of change makers through supporting youth- 
led organizations. Ventures must be a new idea in your area that has not  
been done before, so this is a great way to put into action a new idea that 
your YAT has come up with. Ventures must also have a positive impact on  
the population you want to reach and be a long-term, self sustainable idea. 

Recap of May Conference
It may be hard, but think back to our last Youth 
Advisory Committee (YAC) meeting on May 15–
17, 2008. (Photos on page 3.) At this meeting 
we spent a lot of time learning how to conduct 
surveys and interviews and even practiced 
with our fellow YAC members! Everyone had 
the chance to see how gathering information 
from their peers could be useful in the work 
performed by the Youth Advisory Teams.
 The event also included activities that helped develop leadership skills such 
as public speaking, team building, and accepting responsibility. One of the 
most memorable activities was the “Five Tricks Tournament of Champions” 
game, in which groups of students learned the rules to a card game, and then 
rotated to other groups to play. At the end of the game, we found out that each 
group was given a different set of rules. The game taught us that just because 
someone approaches a situation differently than we do, it does not mean they 
are wrong.
 During our last evening together, everyone got dressed up and shared a  
sit-down Italian dinner with guest speaker Ernesto Ayala, a successful valley  
native. The next day we had an emotional group-share in which multiple 
students took a few moments to express gratitude and share what they had 
gained from the event. Our meeting was a great leap ahead and we look  
forward to a successful event again in September! l

What’s New from the Region One  

GEAR UP Youth Advisory Committee
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What Is the PSAT?
 est preparation is an important part of planning for your education after  
 high school graduation. The PSAT is an important test that prepares  
 you for the SAT and other standardized tests.
 The PSAT stands for the Preliminary SAT, a standardized test that mea-
sures various academic skills and knowledge. Although the PSAT is similar  
to the SAT, it serves as a helpful introduction rather than an exact replica.  
The PSAT is divided into the three sections: critical reading, math, and  
writing skills. The test is two hours and ten minutes long. The PSAT is taken  
in October of your sophomore and/or junior year. 
 The PSAT tests logical thinking skills instead of knowledge that a typical 
classroom exam would test. The College Board provides a sample packet  
that shows examples of the types of questions that the exam will consist of.  
In addition to reviewing the sample questions, brush up on your vocabulary 
and study your math formulas.
 The point of the PSAT is to show you how you compare to other college-
bound students, and help you figure out how to best prepare for the SAT.  
It’s also great practice, because the scores are not reported to colleges! 
When taken in your junior year, it can also qualify you for scholarships. For 
more information about the PSAT visit www.collegeboard.com.The PSAT is  
being offered at all of your high schools. 
 Another test that you may have heard about is the PLAN. The PLAN is  
a practice exam for the ACT. The PLAN is being offered at a few of your 
schools; ask your GEAR UP facilitator if it is being offered at yours. l
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GEAR UP for Youth 
Venture (from page 1)

The coolest part of the Venture 
process is that the idea has to 
come from you — not your teach-
ers and not your facilitator! It’s a 
chance for you to do something 
totally on your own to make a  
difference in your community.
 If you have any questions about 
applying for a Venture, please 
contact us at youthservices@
edpartnerships.org or talk to your 
facilitator. Good luck! l

vocabulary
n  Critical: Using or involving  
careful judgment.
n  Replica: A copy in exact  
details.
n  Standardized: To compare  
with or test by a standard.
n  Sustainable: To keep up.

Call for Entries
is your YAC team doing some-
thing really cool in your school? 
Do you have a great idea and 
want to share it? Write a 200–300 
word article on something exciting 
related to YAC or GEAR UP and 
it could be featured in an upcom-
ing issue of the YAC. For ques-
tions and submissions talk to your 
GEAR UP facilitator or e-mail us at 
youthservices@edpartnerships.org. 

Cool Quote
“The difference between the 
impossible and possible lies in  
a person’s determination.”

— Unknown

Locate the following words in this issue of YAC.

T

3.  4a – 10 = a +5
 In the equation above, what is  

the value of a?

 A. 3 D. 10
 B. 4 E. 15
 C. 5

4.  _,_,_, 9, 730, . . . 

 Terms in the sequence above  
are created such that each term 
after the first term is 1 more than  
the cube of the preceding term. 
What is the value of the first  
term in this sequence?

 A. 0 D. 3
 B. 1 E. 8
 C. 2

5. What is the area of a circle  
that has a radius of π?

 A. π³ D. √ π
 B. π² E. π/2
 C. 2 π

A
nsw

ers:	1, C
; 2, E

; 3, C
; 4, A

; 5, A

1.  Once the plan to ________ offices  
is complete, the managers of  
the company expect that the  
combined departments will  
require less money to operate.

 A. comprise
 B. disconnect
 C. consolidate
 D.  continue
 E.  sever

2. The once ________ theory of  
maturation propounded by  
Margaret Mead has become  
increasingly  ________ as modern 
researchers continue to substantiate 
her research findings on Samoan 
adolescents.

 A. accepted…acknowledged
 B. incontrovertible…verified
 C. conceptual…contemporary
 D. prosaic…abstract
 E. disputed…corroborated

PSAT Practice Questions

For additional sample questions, go to www.princetonreview.com.
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May Conference At-a-Glance

Photos
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May 2008 Conference

For additional information about YAC Connections, please contact: 
national Council for Community and Education Partnerships 

tel: 202-530-1135
email: youthservices@edpartnerships.org 

www.edpartnerships.org

YAC rocks!


